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Reviews

2024 Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale

The Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale is an international event held
biennially in alternation with the Jinju Traditional Crafts Biennale. It was
established to industrialize and internationalize Jinju’s crafts and folk art
following its designation as a UNESCO Creative City in this field. Since
its inception in 2019, the Biennale has taken place three times, with an
additional pre-Biennale event in 2018, making it the fourth international
event related to folk arts.

The 1st Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale was held from May 23 to 26,
2019. It aims to prepare Jinju for membership in the UNESCO Creative
Cities Network and provide an opportunity to appreciate folk arts of
cities from around the world, thereby enhancing the cultural rights of
its citizens. The event featured 89 artists from eight cities across eight
countries, including Turkey and China, and attracted approximately 2,500
attendees.

Photo 1. 2019 Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale
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Photo 2. 2022 Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale

The 2022 Biennale, organized under the theme “Diversity—Foundation
of Creativity,” took place over eight days from October 15 to 22 as an
international folk arts festival emphasizing citizen participation. In
addition to diverse performances by artists from UNESCO Creative Cities
both domestically and internationally, workshops were organized to
promote artistic exchange. Art delivery performances were also held to
expand opportunities for vulnerable groups and marginalized regions to
experience international folk arts. The event featured 54 foreign artists
from eight creative cities across eight countries, including three African
cities designated by UNESCO as part of its international development
cooperation programme. It was attended by representatives from each
city, including the Coordinator of the Crafts and Folk Art Cluster, and
drew over 3,000 people.

The 2024 Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale, now in its third edition, was
held under the theme “Cultural Cooperation for Peace” from October 17 to
20 at the Railway Culture Park and the Jinju Station Vehicle Maintenance
Depot. The opening ceremony, held on October 17 at the Railway Culture
Park, was attended by the Mayor of Jinju City, distinguished domestic and
international guests, organizing committee members, 28 international
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artists, over 40 domestic artists, and five focal points from overseas
UNESCO Creative Cities of Crafts and Folk Art.

A total of 185 artists participated in this year’s Biennale, including
performance teams from seven UNESCO Creative Cities—Jingdezhen and
Shenzhen (China), Nakuru (Kenya), Montecristi (Ecuador), Sukhothai
(Thailand), San Cristébal (Mexico), and Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia)—as well
as domestic performing artists.

The four-day event featured performance programs tailored to
subthemes of each day. The theme for October 17 was “Peace Day,” on which
messages of peace and harmony were conveyed through the opening
performance and a special world folk arts performance. On the second
day, “Korea Day,” a collaborative work created by artists from Jinju
Creative City of Crafts and Folk Art and Tongyeong Creative City of Music,
was presented. The work highlighted the future value of folk arts through
cross-field collaboration among UNESCO Creative Cities. Additionally,
performances of Jinju Geommu (Jinju Sword Dance) and Sotdaejaengi Nori
(Itinerant Troupe Performance) introduced Jinju's unique folk arts to the
global stage. On the third day, “Collaboration Day,” joint works by artists
form creative cities who participated in Jinju Artist-in-Residence program
were presented, offering practical solutions for fostering exchange and
cooperation among domestic and international creative cities.
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Photo 3. Opening Ceremony of the 2024 Jinju World Folk Arts
Biennale
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Photo 4. Jinju Geommu (Jinju Sword Dance)

The Biennale highlighted Jinju’s commitment to fostering cultural
cooperation and mutual understanding, using folk art as a medium to build
bridges between diverse communities and to promote peace on a global scale.

On the final day, “Harmony Day,” Daedong Hanmadang, a community
festival celebrating great unity, brought together all the artists and citizens
who participated in the Biennale. As part of the event, Jinju citizens
taught participating artists Dansimjul Nori, a Korean round dance using
cloth. This initiative aimed to share and promote traditional communal
practices of Korea while fostering unity among creative cities. In addition,
students of the Department of Folk Art and Dance at Gyeongsang National
University in Jinju had the opportunity to learn UNESCO intangible
cultural heritage practices from Mexico, Kenya, and Thailand, further
enhancing the creativity of young artists.

The World Intangible Heritage Exhibition, held at the Jinju Station
Maintenance Depot, featured six items of Jinju's heritage and props used
in UNESCO intangible heritage performances from participating cities. The
exhibition aimed to share knowledge and information about the culture
and arts of each city while raising awareness of traditional knowledge.
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Photo 5. Ecuador’s Toquilla straw hats on display at the
World Intangible Heritage Exhibition

This year’s Biennale confirmed the potential for growth as an
international biennale in the field of folk arts and provided an opportunity
to highlight the need for expanding region-centered international
cultural and artistic exchanges. The event attracted over 5,000 visitors,
surpassing the attendance of the previous two editions. Moreover, artists
from domestic and international creative cities, who participated in
accompanying programs, received positive feedback from visitors for
their creative activities. Unlike previous collaborations that were limited
to mere partnerships between fields, these activities integrated cultural
characteristics based on stories.

The 2024 Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale provided an opportunity
to gain a new understanding of diverse traditional knowledge from
around the world and explored practical ways to enhance exchange
and cooperation between domestic and international creative cities. It
contributed to the realization of UNESCO’s mission. In terms of the SDGs,
it is expected to contribute to Goal 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all)
by guaranteeing the acquisition of the necessary knowledge and skills
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through education on the contribution of culture to cultural diversity
and sustainable development. In particular, for Jinju, the Biennale
provided an opportunity for both Jinju and creative cities around the
world to exchange and enjoy each other’s unique cultures and promote
mutual understanding. It also offered citizens an opportunity to broaden
their cultural rights. In this regard, the Jinju World Folk Arts Biennale
is expected to contribute to the development of citizens’ cultural rights,
the reduction of cultural gaps between regions and social classes, and
the creation of a cultural industry ecosystem, as emphasized in the
MONDIACULT 2022 Declaration.

Photo 6. Scene of learning the Kenyan Isukuti Dance in the
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Workshop
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